
Early 
entrance
to college

College courses in 11th 
and 12th grades

“Testing out” of college courses

Grade skipping

Taking high school classes while in
 junior high or middle school, AP courses earlier than 

11th grade, and college courses while still in high school

At least two years of subject matter acceleration in strength area. 
For example, Algebra 1 plus appropriately challenging enrichment 

(e.g., statistics and probability) completed by the end of 5th or 6th grade. 
Calculus in 10th grade.

Fast-paced summer classes

Individually-paced instruction in an area of strength using the Diagnostic Testing -> Prescriptive 
Instruction approach

Mentorships: students are paired with professionals in an area of interest

Early course entry (such as Algebra 1 in 7th grade, 
Advanced Placement Calculus AB in 11th grade)

Telescoping curriculum (for example, taking two years of mathematics in one year)

Honors-level classes throughout the school years, especially Advanced Placement (AP) courses in high school. 
For example, Algebra 1 in 8th grade, AP Calculus in 12th grade.

Contests and competitions, such as Mock Trial and Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary and Middle Schools (MOEMS)

Academic counseling and educational planningM
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Pyramid of curricular options for talent search participants

This pyramid was adapted from a book chapter by Ann Lupkowski-Shoplik, Camilla Benbow, Susan Assouline, and Linda Brody.  
The chapter appears in the 3rd edition of Handbook of Gifted Education, by Nicholas Colangelo and Gary Davis,  

published by Allyn & Bacon, Needham Heights, MA (2003).


